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The University of Texas Elementary School

Our Mission
To develop students into lifelong learners
through rigorous, research-based curricula,
individualized instruction, high expectations
and a nurturing environment that includes
parental and community involvement.
To provide opportunities for professional
development and outreach for The University
of Texas at Austin’s academic units.
To serve as a model of an exemplary
educational program for diverse learners.
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Message from Dr. Vincent

Renewing Our Commitment to the Community through UT Elementary School
Ever since UT Elementary School became part of the Division of Diversity and
Community Engagement in 2007, it has been our goal to build a permanent home
for UT Elementary School in East Austin. With the completion of the administration
building, cafeteria and gym three years ago, our dream was partially fulfilled. Now it is
a priority to build classrooms for our students and teachers. The well-worn and wellloved portable buildings are in need of many repairs. We also have added several zip
codes to our service area and would love to serve more children, but there is no space
for additional classrooms.
There is good news, however. In addition to a $2 million commitment from the Office
of the President two years ago, The University of Texas at Austin has agreed to provide
financing for our new facility. We are truly excited about this partnership. It has given
us the opportunity to begin refining our original design to accommodate more students
as well as cover the cost of the construction estimate that has escalated over time. But it
also means that we must begin a second capital campaign in earnest as the financing is a
temporary solution to funding construction.
Over the next two years, you will hear more about our new facility and the excitement
that it is generating among teachers, students and staff at UT Elementary School.
They are our most important constituents. We want the new facility to support student
success, enhance our education pipeline work—from Pre-K to Ph.D.—and make a home
for our university and community partners.
Sincerely,

Dr. Gregory J. Vincent
Vice President for Diversity and Community Engagement
W.K. Kellogg Professorship in Community College Leadership
Professor of Law
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Letter from Dr. Melissa Chavez and Ms. Tonya King
Better Together: Hook ’Em Horns!

As experienced educators and administrators, we
know for certain that strong partnerships can result in
a better school! Nowhere is this more true than at UT
Elementary School. Our mission at UT Elementary has
three parts, and each part is rooted in partnerships and
collaborations to make our school successful. These
include parent and community involvement, providing
professional development and outreach opportunities
for The University of Texas at Austin, and serving as a
model for exemplary education for diverse learners.
All of our partners are essential and important to our
children’s education, but it is our relationship with
UT Austin that has been at the heart of our school’s
progress for the past 13 years.
As a part of the Division of Diversity and Community Engagement, our school represents
an important component of DDCE’s educational pipeline work that includes helping all
students succeed at high levels. Because of that affiliation with the university, we have
always had a management board filled with top-notch educators and administrators. We
have also had the pleasure of training and influencing hundreds of pre-service teachers.
Because of this, we have had more than one teacher in most classrooms most of the
time. Our excellent faculty has the chance to mentor young teachers, while our students
benefit from the enthusiasm and attention of some of the top students in the College of
Education. We hear time and time again from our student teachers and student interns
that their time at UT Elementary has positively influenced their careers in many ways.
As well, we have benefited from the research and knowledge of numerous UT professors
which has meant we have influenced new educational practices while staying on top of
advancements in the field.
Finally, we are able to create a college-going environment even in the early grades because
of our UT influences and partnerships. This year, our second group of UT Elementary
School students graduated from high school and Alexis Blackman will be our first
graduate to enter the “big UT.” Congratulations to Alexis, who was awarded a four-year
tuition scholarship from the University Co-Op and is now majoring in engineering.
We are focusing on some of our UT partnerships in this year’s annual report, and as you
read about how they have enriched our students’ education, you will see the importance
of UT Austin in the life of our school. We are extremely grateful, too, that we will be
able to break ground within a year on our new classroom facility thanks to financing
available from the university. We truly are better together.

Dr. Melissa M. Chavez

Ms. Tonya King

Superintendent

Principal
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Longhorns Big and Small Benefit from UT Austin
UT Elementary Partnerships

Corpus Christi, a wetlands tour, and a beach cleanup focusing
on conservation and ecosystems as well as an overnight stay in
a dormitory at the Marine Science Institute.
According to fifth-grade science teacher Scarlett Calvin, such
field trips are important to a student’s educational experience
for a number of reasons. “Life science is so wonderfully
connected to students because they all love animals and plant
life so much,” she says. “Being able to provide an experience for
them that actually puts them in the field is so exciting for them.
When they are able to apply their learning so organically and
meaningfully, they remember it forever. They are researchers,
data collectors and change makers on this trip.”

UTES students learn how to dismantle and rebuild computers through a
partnership with the UT Austin iSchool.

When you experience the student excitement around the field trip
to the University of Texas Marine Science Institute in Port Aransas,
you understand just how important the partnership between UT
Elementary School and The University of Texas at Austin is.
Students look forward to the trip for years—and no wonder.
The fifth-graders have the opportunity to take a trip on the
research vessel Katy to learn about shrimp trawling techniques,
fishing industry economics and engineering and mechanics
on the boat. They view dolphins in their natural habitat and
observe zoo and phytoplankton species under microscopes. The
two-day trip also includes a visit to the Texas State Aquarium in
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UT Charter School System Superintendent Dr. Melissa Chavez
explains that although a number of universities across the
country have opened public charter schools, often to pursue
innovative educational strategies or to have a setting where preservice teachers can learn, UT Elementary School has a broader
mission. “Those goals are very important at UT Elementary,
but the school was also established so that academic units at
UT Austin have a way to extend outreach to the community
and provide professional development opportunities for those
academic units,” she says.
Other programs and enrichment activities at UT Elementary
that are partnerships with the “big UT” include the UT Strings
program with the Butler School of Music, field trips to the
Blanton Museum on the UT Austin campus, a special program
with the School of Architecture and a STEM partnership with
the iSchool. All provide an educational margin of excellence
that many elementary schools cannot offer. Other initiatives,
such as Active Learning Classrooms with the School of Nursing,
provide a field study and research experience for UT students
while supporting student learning.
“By working together, students, faculty and staff at UT Austin
and UT Elementary School all learn and benefit from the
partnership,” says Chavez.
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Mission Accomplished
Training Future Teachers

Left: Student teacher Sarah Campbell works with a second-grade student. Right: Kameron Koeffler made the transition from student teacher and substitute to
full-time UT Elementary School teacher.

Through the school’s partnership with the UT College of
Education, every teacher at UT Elementary has a pre-service
or “student” teacher in his or her classroom. The training the
preservice teachers receive has been described as “phenomenal”
by former student teachers. And, a number of teachers at the
school like Erin Green, Scarlett Calvin and Kameron Koeffler, to
name a few, were UT Elementary School student teachers first.
Koeffler is the newest to join the ranks.
Last year he interned in Michelle Hernandez’s third-grade class.
And at one point, he and the intern in Noura Wakim’s class
switched places for a month, so he had the opportunity to work
under the direction of two teachers and experience two very
different but effective styles of classroom management.
“In addition to general advice, useful templates, and
differentiating lessons, one of the best things Ms. Hernandez
allowed me to do was gain experience by trial and error,” said
Koeffler. “I had full control on the arrangement of the classroom,

2015-16 ANNUAL REPORT

the creativity of the lessons, as well as the opportunity for daily
communication and discussion. We discovered that bouncing
ideas off each other as a team improved the quality of both of our
instructional practices.”
Through the UT Austin special education program that he was
enrolled in, Koeffler had the opportunity to intern at other
schools in Austin as well, yet his heart remained with UT
Elementary. “UTES was no typical charter experience. From day
one, I felt accepted by the school community, free to express my
creativity, and truly appreciated for my efforts by teachers and
parents alike,” he said.
Koeffer explained that while interviewing for positions in several
other districts, “I constantly caught myself comparing the schools
to UTES—especially when it comes to quality of food and truly
meaningful non-core classes—plus the thought of trying to gain
a sense of community that seemed so effortless at UTES… I
couldn’t resist it even if I tried. I’m a Longhorn. I bleed orange.”
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Alexis Blackman

First Little Longhorn to Attend UT Austin
Incoming University of Texas at Austin freshman
Alexis Blackman has been a Longhorn since age 5. As
the first UT Elementary School alumna to attend the
“big UT,” she will do so on a full tuition scholarship
from the University Co-op. George Mitchell, retired
CEO of the Co-op pledged the scholarship in 2008
for the first UTES student to enter UT Austin. Current
Co-op President and CEO Cheryl Phifer made the
pledge a reality when she presented the scholarship
to Blackman in May at the UT Elementary School
fifth-grade completion ceremony.
Blackman, who is majoring in electrical engineering,
first became interested in engineering in fifth grade
due to UT Elementary School’s focus on science and
math. She went on to attend Ann Richards School
for Young Women Leaders and Crockett High School
where she earned numerous awards, including the
AISD Trustees’ Award for remaining in the top 10
percent of her class throughout high school. She
attributes her success to the solid foundation she
received at UT Elementary.
“UT Elementary School teachers had high
expectations for all of us, so we held ourselves to
higher expectations,” said Blackman. “All of the best
teachers I had were at UT Elementary.”
Her desire for a career in the computer industry is
rooted not just in her early exposure to science but
also in the philanthropic values that UT Elementary
instills in all of its students. “One major career goal of
mine is to develop hardware and software that will be
cheaper, so that low-income families will have access
to a computer and the internet,” she said.

For more success stories about students in DDCE’s

 educational pipeline programs, visit diversity.utexas.edu.

University Co-op President and CEO Cheryl Phifer awards Alexis Blackman a four-year
tution scholarship from the Co-op.
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Jennifer Montoya

Staff Member of the Year Dispenses Good Cheer and Assistance

Every day Jennifer Montoya greets students, parents and visitors enthusiastically and helps keep the front office running smoothly.

Administrative Assistant Jennifer Montoya’s smile has been
welcoming UT Elementary School families and students to the
school for the past three years. “Helping someone—whether
parent or child—is the favorite part of my job,” she said.
“Jennifer is indispensable,” said Principal Tonya King. “With job
duties that range from greeting everyone who comes into the front
office, helping with all forms of parent communications including
Thursday folders and the website, and other general administrative duties, she helps keep the school running smoothly.”
The school has been a significant part of Montoya’s life since
her daughter Alexus entered third grade at UT Elementary.
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Alexus was among the first UT Elementary School students
who graduated from high school in 2015, earning a softball
scholarship to California State University-Stanislaus. Montoya’s
two younger children attended UT Elementary School, too, and
currently are in the seventh and twelfth grades, both athletes
like their older sister. Now that her children are older, Montoya
enjoys participating in more fitness activities and traveling to
California to watch Alexus play softball.
And after all these years at UT Elementary School, what is her
favorite event of the year? It remains the first day of school, when
she greets returning families and sees how much the students
have grown over the summer.
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Teacher of the Year Melissa Garcia
Helping Students Discover a Joy of Learning

Melissa Garcia’s love of kids and science is clear when you see her in the classroom sharing knowledge about crawdads and other crustaceans.

Although Melissa Garcia comes from a family of teachers, she
initially took a different career path. After earning a bachelor’s
degree in business administration, she became a program
manager for a market research firm that provided research for
the tech industry. “I realized my job was missing something,”
she said. “I loved my work but missed being around children.”
Garcia has now been in the field of education for 21 years; 19
years in the classroom teaching Pre-K and Kindergarten. Along
the way she has acquired a master’s degree in Curriculum and
Instruction Science Education and an administration certificate.
Garcia’s Pre-K classroom was a flurry of activity, crowded with
centers, books and art supplies. Students busily explore the

centers and chatter in small groups as they tackle a variety of
literacy, science and art activities.
“I enjoy guiding Pre-K students through new discoveries, building on their experience from home and helping them transition
socially from being aware of themselves to being aware of
others,” Garcia said. “The greatest gift I can give to my students
is an understanding of acceptance and to enjoy learning.”
Garcia has moved beyond the Pre-K classroom in the 201617 academic year. She is now serving as assistant principal,
combining all of her knowledge in business and education to
serve the entire school.
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Alejandro’s Teacher

Scarlett Calvin Receives Lori Tullos Barta Outstanding Educator Award
UT Elementary School fifth-grade teacher and UT Austin alumna
(’12) Scarlett Calvin is the kind of teacher we all would have liked
to have had. Not only is she a great science and math instructor,
but she is energetic, cheerful and dedicated to her students. During
the 2015-16 school year, one of her students, Alejandro, had the
genetic chromosome disorder known as Down Syndrome. Calvin
made certain he received the best possible education.

“The Buddy Walk was a perfect community-building and servicelearning experience for the fifth-grade class,” Calvin explained. “It
was a very personal experience for us as we were there to celebrate
Alejandro and we were also proud to serve a local organization.”

“Working with Alejandro was an honor,” said Calvin. “I learned
endless lessons about what children with Down Syndrome are
capable of. He was able to teach his classmates about inclusion,
celebrating differences, and the sciences behind his condition.
We ultimately learned that Alejandro is capable of accomplishing
anything he sets his mind to, right alongside his peers—and he
made us laugh along the way,” said Calvin.
She was recently honored with the Lori Tullos Barta Outstanding
Educator Award from the Down Syndrome Association of Central
Texas. The association sponsors the Buddy Walk annually, and
Calvin enlisted her whole class to participate.
In a letter to Calvin, the Outstanding Educator Award Committee wrote:
What set you apart for us was not only the high standards you held
for Alejandro, but your expectations of his peers and the school.
You provided the supports needed to be included in general education, the school and the community to the fullest extent possible
in all ways, academically, socially and behaviorally. You expected
and demanded high outcomes. But you did so in very supportive,
encouraging ways that guaranteed his success.
Not only did you go the extra mile with him, but you took the
whole class the extra mile with community service. They truly
know what it means to make a difference in their community. By
encouraging the class to develop and create a product as a fundraiser, sell what was needed to reach a goal, and then attend the
Buddy Walk as supporters of Alejandro, their decisions and attitudes in the years to come will be influenced in ways that you
might never know.
To raise funds for the Down Syndrome Association, Calvin’s
fifth-grade students sold original artwork on greeting cards,
attended the Buddy Walk, and gathered coins from students on
campus, raising $1,700. About 20 students attended the event
with Alejandro and Calvin.
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Scarlett Calvin and Alejandro share a special bond.
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Bright Stars of Texas Honored
at Completion Ceremony
Each year at the fifth-grade completion ceremony,
the UT Elementary School’s highest honor—the
Star of Texas Award—is given to individuals who
strongly support the mission of UT Elementary
School and whose gifts of time and resources have
significantly enhanced the school’s programmatic
efforts and goals.

Angie Pete Yowell
GIVING AND GROWING UT ELEMENTARY

UT Austin staff member Angie Yowell received the Star of Texas Award for
her development and volunteer work at UT Elementary School.

Angie Yowell fell in love with UT Elementary School the day
she arrived on campus in March 2008 as an assistant director
for development. She created a marketing and grants program
for the school, started a new annual giving program that grew
the schools donors and dollars by more than 1,400 percent
and played a key role in the capital campaign to build the new
administration building, library, cafeteria and gym. Through
the years she was promoted to director of development, but she
was more than just an employee. Yowell volunteered as a weekly
reader in the Pre-K classroom and later as a mentor.

Fifth-grade student Delanie Adams is congratulated by her teachers and
principal Tonya King during the 2016 completion ceremony.

“When I realized that a ‘model demonstration school’ meant
training new teachers and serving as a partner in improving
educational practices, I was hooked,” said Yowell. “I wanted to
be a small part in helping the mission succeed! Seeing day-in
and day-out the inspirational stories of how UTES changed lives
made my work fulfilling.”
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Mary Ledbetter

The University Co-op

EDUCATOR EXTRAORDINAIRE

STELLAR PARTNER

Associate Principal Mary Ledbetter has been at UT Elementary
School for nine of her 26 years as an educator. She taught fifth
grade for eight years at UTES and this year assumed the position
of associate principal. Frequently mentioned as a favorite
teacher by UTES alumni, Ledbetter inspires her students to think
critically, achieve at high levels and participate in philanthropic
and community service projects. In recent years she has been
honored as an outstanding teacher by the National Council for the
Social Studies and Humanities Texas. As one fifth-grader told us
last year, “I love Ms. Ledbetter because she cares about everybody.
She’s inspiring and passionate about everything we do.”

Superintendent Dr. Melissa Chavez presented a Star of Texas Award to Cheryl
Phifer, president and CEO of the University Co-op, honoring the Co-op’s many
years of support.

Mary Ledbetter (left), a beloved teacher at UT Elementary School, was
honored in May with a Star of Texas Award.

In fall 2016, Ledbetter took her many talents to the Pathfinder
Camp, another campus in the UT University Charter School
System that serves young men with social and learning
difficulties in grades 5-12. She is sure to make an enormous
difference in the lives of students there. Superintendent Dr.
Melissa Chavez said, “Mrs. Ledbetter has given UT Elementary
students and staff more than we could have ever asked for. Mary
is a role model for teachers, she inspires and encourages us to
strive for greatness. We admire her and learn from her. She is
truly a demonstration teacher.”
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The University Co-op has been committed to UT Elementary
School since the doors of the school opened in 2003. George
Mitchell, long-time president of the Co-op, visited the school
at the beginning of each school year to give every single Little
Longhorn three school uniform shirts. Every winter he passed
out gifts to each student and brought ice cream for all. It is no
wonder students called Mitchell “grandpa.” At the school’s
very first fifth-grade completion ceremony in 2008, Mitchell
announced a four-year scholarship would be given to the first
Little Longhorn to attend the University of Texas at Austin. That
scholarship was presented this year not long after Mitchell’s
retirement. UT alumna Cheryl Phifer assumed the role of
president and CEO. She received the Star of Texas Award along
with Hulan Swain, assistant to the president.
“Passion for education and service to the community—these
two attributes shine forth from the University Co-op and its
employees,” said Chavez.
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UT Elementary School Service Area
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UT Elementary School Demographics
65%

20%

10%

3%

2%

HISPANIC

WHITE

AFRICAN
AMERICAN

MULTI-RACIAL

ASIAN
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Budget
Expenses:

Revenue:
1%
1%
3%

Student transportation
Health services
Guidance, counseling and
evaluation services
6% Maintenance and operations
6% Food services
8% Development
9% School leadership and
professional development
13% General administration
53% Instruction and
instructional resources

68% State funding
(i.e. average daily attendance)

13% Philanthropic gifts
9% The University of Texas at Austin
7% Federal funding
(i.e. title programs)

3%

Earned income
(i.e. book fair)

UT Elementary School Quick Facts
• Serves 304 students in Pre-K through 5th grade
• 2016-17 school year marks the 14th year in operation
• Offers a full TEKs-aligned curriculum and demonstrates

More than 50 percent of
students at UTES (a Title I
school) qualify for the free
and reduced lunch program.

50%

scientifically based research on best teaching practices

• Serves as a training and development site for
future educators enrolled at UT Austin

• School administrators lead professional development
efforts for the Austin District-Charter Collaborative
• Has participated in more than 30 research projects over the past 8 years
• Hosts annual Teach & Share professional development
day covering topics such as Response to Intervention
(RTI), restorative practices and mathematics

Where does my donation go?

59.9%
25.9%

Percentage of UTES students meet
criteria for at-risk of dropping out

In 2015-16 philanthropic gifts were
spent on the following:
Professional development 2%
Uniforms 3%
Instructional technology 3%
Dyslexia 5%
Library 6%
Instructional supplies 7%

2015-16 ANNUAL REPORT

Accordion class 9%
Out-of-school learning 11%
Wellness program 12%
Field trips 17%
STEAM program 25%

Percentage of
UTES students
meet criteria for
limited English
proficiency

7%

Percentage of
UTES students
are gifted and
talented

5%

Percentage of
UTES students
that have special
educational needs
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Donor Lists
VISUALIZE GRADUATION SOCIETY
Thanks to members of the Visualize Graduation Society who pledge to invest at least $1,000 in unrestricted funding each year for five years
or more, many Little Longhorns will continue to go on and earn both their high school and college degrees. Visualize Graduation Society
members play a critical role in our ability to fulfill our mission and are invited to our completion ceremony each year.
Anonymous
Carolyn and Dave Bartelli
Janet Mayer Bates
Laura and Steve Beuerlein
Carmel and Tom Borders, The Tapestry Foundation
Brook Anne Broesche
Mack and Sally Brown
Brian and Diane Bryant
Sherry and Bill Buchanan
Buena Vista Foundation
Penny Burck
The Cain Foundation
Ruy and Dionne Carrasco
Rick Chambers and Camille McNamara
Melissa Chavez and Charles Soto
Graciela and Francisco Cigarroa
Clarke Family Foundation
Frank Denius
Bill and Sandy Fivecoat
Mike and Libby Gagne
David and Barbara Gamble
Mike Golden
Lisa and Sandy Gottesman
Ray and Leah Greenberg
Vaughn Gross
Lt. Col. Frank Schmidt and the Hay Girls
Ted and Margaret Henken
Arby and Vera N. Hinojosa
Courtney and Blake Houston
Amy and Kevin Imes
Arthur and T’Leatha Johnson
Suzon and Bill Kemp Family
Michael and Jeanne Klein
Laura Merritt and J. P. Kloninger
Fritz and Mary Korth
Bill and Lou Ann Lasher
Perry Lorenz
Michael and Lynda MacLeod

Christine Mattsson and John McHale
Keith and Alice Maxie
Sam and Tim McClure
Kris and Bryce Miller
Mithoff Family Charitable Foundation
Walker and Shanell Moody
Karin and Sonny Morgan, John Eagle European
Mike A. Myers Foundation
Karen Nelson
Howard and Amy Nirken
Pat and Julie Oles
David and Jane Oshinsky
Cheyne and Sandra Pace
Tess and Greg Peters
PhoNatic Vietnamese Cuisine
Randy and Lisa Ramirez
George and Fran Ramsey
Red Velvet Events, Inc.
Don and Gina Reese
Bill and Misty Reid
Paul and Virginia Resta
Rodney Rideau
Erica and Victor Saenz
John C. Schweitzer
James and Mallory Shaddix
Dan and Maura Sharp
Molly and Ed Sharpe
Susie and Chris Shields
Jan Slagter
Studio 8 Architects
The Stahl Family Foundation
Sharon Vaughn
Gregory J. Vincent
Barbara Wallace
Buzzy Woodworth
Vince and Candice Young
Harriet Youngblood
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SUSTAINING DONORS
By supporting UT Elementary through ongoing
monthly or annual contributions, sustaining
donors are “Hooked on the Little Longhorns.”
Asha Allam
Krista and Austin Arnold
Mary Alice Barrientez
Hannah Beck
Leslie Blair
Nada Antoun Dorman
Howard Humphreys
Michael and Lynda MacLeod
Julie and Wolfgang Niedert
Vince and Candice Young
Angie Pete Yowell and Curt Yowell

ENDOWMENT DONORS
The following donors have established
endowments, which provide permanent
support for UT Elementary.
David Bourland, G. Bradley Bourland UT
Elementary School Library Book Fund
Adam and Mary Criaco, Criaco Family
Endowed Excellence Fund
Keith and Alice Maxie, Ira and Muriel Maxie
Endowment
Randy and Lisa Ramirez, Randy and Lisa
Ramirez Dissemination of Educational
Best Practices Endowment

David Bourland
Brian and Diane Bryant
Chevron Energy Technology Company
Dollar General Literacy Foundation
ExxonMobil Foundation
Creekmore & Adele Fath Charitable
Foundation
Johanna Gilmore
Google Inc.
Christi and Richard Hay
Marsha Kelman
L & M Charitable Foundation Inc.
Little Longhorn League
Livestrong Foundation
Keith and Alice Maxie*

National Instruments Corporation
Oles Family Charitable Fund of the
JPMorgan Charitable Giving Program*
Pat and Julie Oles*
Randy and Lisa Ramirez
Richard Simon
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Co.
The Stahl Family Foundation
University Federal Credit Union
University Masonic Lodge Foundation
George and Fay Young Foundation
Harriet Youngblood
*Donors who have contributed to the capital
campaign this year

PRINCIPAL’S CIRCLE
These institutions and individuals
provide support at a level of $1,000
or more for specific programs or to
support our margin of excellence.
24 Hour Fitness
Austin Pi Beta Phi Foundation
Stacee and Oliver Bell
Laura and Steve Beuerlein*
Leslie Blair
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UTES Boards
2015-2016 MANAGEMENT BOARD MEMBERS
Dr. Edwin Sharpe, Chair
UT Austin, Department of Educational Administration,
College of Education, Clinical Professor
Randy Ramirez, Vice-Chair
OilCM, Consultant
Kathy Armenta, Member
UT Austin, School of Social Work, Clinical Associate Professor
Dr. Anthony Brown, Member
UT Austin, Department of Curriculum and Instruction,
College of Education, Associate Professor
Dr. Brian Bryant, Member
UT Austin, Department of Special Education, College of
Education, Research Professor
Josefina Villicaña Casati, UTES Parent Representative
¡ahora sí!, Austin American-Statesmen, Editor
Dr. Melissa Chavez, Non-voting Member
UT Austin, Associate Vice President and Superintendent of the
UT Charter School System

Suzon Kemp, Community Representative
Community Supporter
Dr. Dolly Lambdin, Member
UT Austin, Kinesiology and Health Education, College of
Education, Clinical Professor
Dr. William Lasher, Member
UT Austin, Department of Educational Administration,
College of Education, Professor Emeritus
Gregory Perrin, Member
UT Austin, Associate Vice President and Executive Director for
Development
Pamela Powell, Member
UT Austin, UTeach Science Program, College of Natural
Sciences, Clinical Associate Professor
Dr. Roxanne Schroeder-Arce, Member
UT Austin, Department of Theatre and Dance, College of Fine
Arts, Assistant Professor
Candice Young, Community Representative
Texas Exes, Associate Director of Constituent Relations

Dr. Ed Emmer, Member
UT Austin, Department of Educational Psychology, College of
Education, Professor Emeritus
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2015-16 Development Council Members
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE

ANNUAL GIVING CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE

Pat Oles, Chair
Barshop & Oles Co.
Betsy Abell
Buena Vista Foundation
Hughes Abell
Llano Partners, Ltd.
Laura Beuerlein
Heritage Title Company of Austin
Sandy Gottesman
Live Oak-Gottesman Group
Vaughn Gross
Community Volunteer
Rusty Kelley
Blackridge
Jeanne Klein
The Klein Foundation
Michael Klein
The Klein Foundation
Perry Lorenz
Community Developer
Howard Nirken
DuBois, Bryant, & Campbell, L.L.P.
Julie Oles
Community Volunteer
Layton Wilson
Layton B. Wilson Company

Lisa Henken Ramirez, Chair
NetSpend Corporation
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Leslie Blair
Division of Diversity and Community Engagement
Nada Dorman
ND Communications
Sandy Fivecoat
Community Volunteer
Cindy Lo
Red Velvet Events

SCHOOL LEADERSHIP
Dr. Gregory J. Vincent
Vice President for Diversity and Community Engagement
Dr. Melissa Chavez
Associate Vice President and Superintendent,
UT Charter School System
Tonya King
Executive Principal, UT Elementary School
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